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Calmage
Sermon

By Rev.
Frank De Witt Talmage, D.D.
—

l Los Angeles, Cal, March 8. — That
| the old Blble Is still the best and In-
doed the only guide upon which man
may depend for the present life and
| {hat which 18 to come Is the lesson
taught iIn this sermon. The text Is
Acts viil, 80, “Understandest thou what
thon readest?’

Of all the nareatives and cldents in
the Bible there 18 not one that im-
presses me a8 more powerful and dra-
wmatie than this conversion of the secre-
tary of the treasury of Queen Candace's
court. It ocenrred In the midst of a
great desert through the instrumental-
ity of a humble travellng evangelist,
Plilip by name, This Ethloplan states-
man evidently bad been sent to Jeru-
salem by his royal mistress on a mis-
slon of Inguiry.
her gay to this member of lier privy
councll: “Mr, Secretary, we are not get-
ting as much money from oOur taxcs AS

We must learn how to han-
dle  better our national system of
finances. The expenses of the govern-
ment are Increasing year by year, the
people are growlng wenlthier all the
Ume. and vet the revenues are ot
keoping pace with the prosperity of our
Jand.  You had better hand over the
treasury department for a lttle while
to your deputy.  Go north and stody

the Homan system of faxation, You
nond not announce that you are 4
there for that purpose.  Buot go and

keep your eyes open and learn what
yon can, anil we will reorganize the
treastuey department when you return.”
Thus, 1 think, Queen Candace gpoke to
her ¢hiiel secretary. R
The misslon wonld be a welcome
one to him. The Acts tells us he bhad
gone to Jerusalem to worshiip. We
mny assume, therefore, that he ﬁl!
elthior a Jew serving a foreign sover-
¢len, as Joseph served Pharaoh snd
Daniel Darins, or that he was & or-
elgner who had come to know the true
God nnd, ke Naaman, deslred to
ship him, and him alone. As "
gone to Jerusalem to worship ant
1 Jewlsh book to study as he tras
he was evidently no stranger to Jud
fam, k- 1
The scene changes, We now.
with the southern diplomat the §
of historle Jerusalem. He
weak after week, month after m
He meets all the high offeluls &
province. He talks wita the

or-

gel
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The most up-to-date COOK STOVES and Ranges
goods always on hand. In the

We have the best
lines of PAINT and Painters Supplies that is on the market, and many other
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CLOCKS.

an up- Tsnlah

hedrin. ‘And, strafige to say, while he*

{3 there he hears the disputes in Jeru-
galem over the arrest and the trial and
the sentence and the execution a
young Hebrew of the name of J

Christ, which had taken place about
soven vears before. Then, 48 every
intelligent forelgn statesmnan wonld do,
this secretary of the treasury of the
sounthland not only studles the fiseal
system and government of tliege peo-
ple, but their religlon as well. He
does just as you would do if you went
to an oriental conutry. 10 India you
wonld study what Hindooism means;
if In Arabia, what Mohammedanism
means; If In Ching, what Confucian-
e menns; I in Tihet, what Buddhism
means, Not only did he study the He-
brew rellglon while in the Jewish cap-
{tul, but he also took some of their re-
ligious hooks along to study on his

We are . y home.

} The Ride In the Chariot.
The scene agaln changes. The stu-
dlons statesman of the south 1g riding
fn hls chariot over the hot, blistering
desert on his way sonth. He is return-
ing to Queen Candace’s conrt. In or-
der to lessen the tedium of the Journey
ha opens eme of the religious hooks of

{he Hebrows, called the “prophecy of

Jeniah,t and begins to read. While he

rends and studies a young unknown

mnn comes alongside the charlot nnd
nsks him, “Understandest thon what
| thou readest?" The puzzled student
answors: “How can 1 unless some one
explaing this book to me? Come up,
| young man, and ride with me, and tell
me what this prophet means,” Then

Philip enters the chiuriot and sits by

Bbis side, He beging to read at the page

of the parchment which was opened.
This was the Messianie prophecy,
where Tealah deserlbed Christ as being
|led a5 a lnmb to the slanghter. Then
i]‘h!lt;- siiil: “Can you not see that the
propheey of Isaiah has been fulfilled?
| You heard In Jerusalem how they led
| ¢hrist before Pllate. You must have
| heard how he was condemned and ex-
eented, though he was innocent. That
| wns the fulfillment of the prediction
yon have been reading in thia Look of
'fental. His lfe and death were A8
ealdl they would be, and the oth-
or prophets described them almost a8
| plainly.””  Philip went on to preach to
| him so foreibly and earnestly that the
| dthiopian statesman became humble
| ¢hild of God and belleved and was bap-
| tized. Such is the simple and yet pow-
| erful etory of the conversion of a for-
gigner through the preaching of a sim-
ple, enrnest servint of Christ.

Now, as this great statesman sat In
his chariot the open Bible in his hand
| had become a new book to hilm, full of
"life und meaning. The vague, ehadowy
| rembols of the rites and ceremonles of
the tiw led up to the clearer yisiona of
the prophets, and at last the whole be-
came plain In the glorious appearance
of Christ, a gradual revelation given
in g connected book. How such a
view tranaforms the Bible! Tet us

study tha book In that aspect this
morning, Would that the result mighl
be as eifectual as was the ennuch's
study under Philip's guidance!
The Chief Hero of the Bible.

The Bible, in the first place, has it
chief hero. It has & central personal
ity toward which Its openlng pages art

easudl render may not at first glance
think that the story of creation has
any direct or indirect connection with

| - —

Mothinks I can hear

tllently and swiftly moving. This dl,
vine personality 18 Jesus Christ. Th. |

the Bithlehem manger, but yotl cane| frivit and the Saviour of harlots and
not separate the first chapter of John!| prbii
“In the be-| be o
ginning wus the word, and the word spliritunlly
word was were hnmoral, degraded il debas=ed,

with its opening sentence,

was with God, and the
God,” from the first verse of Genesls,
Nor can you separate the idyl of Ruth
from the hirth of Jesus or perceive the
meaning of Isalah without connecting
it with the story of the crucifixion.
The Bible declares that when ulllp
the evangelist climbed into the chariot
of Queen Candace's secretary of the
treasury he opened Lis mouth nand be-
gan at the sume Scripture and Ypreach-
eod unto him Jesus,” Thus we tind
that, no matter how far one Look of
the Bible may antedate another, they
all revolve about the personality of
Jesus Chrlst,

If you were to separate the hooks of
the Bible from the personality of Je-
sus they would be as moenningless a8
one of the novels of Wikle Colling
sepurpted from its central hero or hero-
Ine or, s we somelimes sy, “the play
of ‘Hamlet’ with the part of [Inmlet
loft out.” As Dr, Saphi¥ says: “If the
Bible were llke a collection of sloves
we might select some and put aside
others ns less valuable and Iegutiful,
and, although In gueh selectlons we
might make great mistakes, we shonld
#till be In possession of something more
or loss complete, but the Bible Ix like
n plant, and all its parts are not e
chanleally or neeldentally counected,
but organieally united, and henee o law
of life riles here. He who reveres 1ife
will nelther add nor take away from
the beantiful plant which the Father
nath planted In and through ('hrist by
the Spirit. Nobody asserts that a man
woulil be killed it you eut off his halr
and his nafls, but there 4 a vital nulon
of all his members.
\ittle finger 1 shall survive i, but it s
my little finger you cut off, nnd 1t Is a
logs, o disfigurement. Bo with the
Bible. It Is not like a plece of cloth
you enn clip and ent. It is 2 body ani-
mated Ly one spirit” That I8 true
Thue, as all the different parts of the
physieal body find thelr life action in
the throhibing heart, all the different
partz of the Blble find thelr potency
and thele 1fe giving force In the per:
gonality of Jesus Christ. lle s the
groat bero of this book. He I the cens
ter, the clrcumference, the all in all of
the Scriptures, Whenever a man reads
any chapter of the Bible without find-
ing Jesus there he hus fulled to find
ant the chief purpose for which that
chapter was written,

The Origin of Jesus.

Now, who is this Bible hero? Where
was he born? How was he born?
Whe wer: his ancestors? These are
the questions which every atthor of a

= | biography or of a novel which 1s only
{a fictitions biography answers.

There
the author introduces you fo his hero

e8| or herolne. e finds the cradle of his

\the Indian wigwanm of Pow-
Batim, asdoes the blographer of Poca-
W e surrounds yoil with the
jd plots of Queen Anne's

Kepei

hero 1o

L fan bo. introdDoes Lo $ou
Henry Esmond, or he tells you how
King James VI, of Scotland became
King Jnmes 1. of England because he
was the direct descendant of Margaret
Tudor, sister of Henry VIIL of Eug-
land. All books of biography naturnl-
Iy give to us the qn-numuglml history
of their heroes or heroines, They tell
how they were born and what blood 1s
flowing in thelr veins. So does the
Bible in roference to Jesus Christ.
Hig nativity had divine origin. Iis
conception was miraculons. He was
and Is omuipotent In power. All the
projphiecies foretold it. All history
A. D, has proved it

Oh, that you and T might find a di-
vine and an omnipotent Christ in every
purt of that old Bille! May we do a8
did Jolin Randolph, the great Virginia
orator. One day he was entertaining
a family friend at dinner, and he sald
to him: *I was ralsed by a pious noth-
er—God bless her memory —wlo taught
me the Christian religion In all its re-
quirements. But, alas, 1 grew up an
Infidel—if not an infiel completely, yet
a declled skeptie.  But when 1 be-
came o man fn this s well as in polit-
leal and other matters 1 resolved to
examine for myself and never pio my
falth to any other man's sloeve. 8o 1
bought a Bible. 1 pored over it and
examined it carefully, 1 goughit and
procured books for and against if, and
when my labors were ended 1 came to
this irreslstible conclusion: The Bible
fa true, It would have been ns casy
for an lgnorant rustic to have written
Sir lsaae Newton's ‘Pripncipia’ as for
uninspired men to have written the
Bible” So may we study the Bible in
reference to the dlyinity of Jesus
Christ. May we read all the Messian-
fe prophecies. May we read all Clhirlst's
mirpeles, May we stand at the eradle
and at the riven tomb of Christ, And
In every chapler of every hook may
we gee a4 divine and omnipotent (hrist
as the chlef hero of thls book. May
we find Christ the center, the cireum-
ference, the all in all of the Holy Serlp-
tures. “Then Philip opened his mouth
and began at the same Seripture and
preached anto him Jesus."”"

Why Christ Came.

Faving asserted the divinlty and om-
nipotent power of Christ, what next
does the Bible do? It tells us the ehief
motlves which actuated that divine
life. As the biographer of Simon Boll-
var slowly and irresistibly leads yon
alonz 1n the study of his hern untll at

last you find the great Venezuelan lb-
erator dedicating his life to the free-

If you eut off my |

arms of G ol

s1e snd sluners.  He eame not to
plivatclan for those W ho were
well, bt for these who

You auil T may marvel at the noble
golf pnerlfice of the Marquis de La-
fayette, Bom of an nrlsiocrativ fam-
iy, helr to title and untoll viches, the
affianeed of a beauttul yonng gicl, yet
he was willing to sacrvifice all for
poor, struggling peaple who had no
friends exvept the friendship aud the
protection of God, At a Puriglan ban-
cuet table e heard of what Washing-
ton and bils noble band of patriots were
trylng to win, At once be su I, “1 will
go and help them win their Hbertles.”
Al his own expense he fitted out a
ship and flled It with what the Amer-
e troops most needed, and in o fog
he ran past the British blockade which
was trying to Intercept Lis passage. He
erossed the Atlantie and entered Wash-
tugton’s headquarters and sald: “llere,
general— Lere are my sword and my life,
Do with them as you will. 1 volunteer
to flght under your flng for humanity’s
gnke,” That was a noble, self sacrifie-
Ing act for the young French peer. The
reading of that herole act should arouse
i feoling of gratitude in every Amer-
fenn breast,  With quick beating heart
aml flushing cheek we have read the
teagle sacriflces of “the most impor-
tant cliizen of New Orleans,” Margovet
Haughey, whose name is known to ev-
ary one In Loulslana, She was not one
who eould count her fortune by the
milliong. She was not a Joan of Are,
with n physieal frame kuit as with |
bands of steel.  She was simply a poor,
frail erippled gitl who, lu order to edarn
her lving, started out u8 a sehooltench-
or. She used to work during the day
for ler own brend and butter. Then
i the evenlngs she started to teach the
poor girls and bogs who hail 1o work
during the day and who conld not get
an education unless they were tnught
in the evenings. Her night schools
grow,  Out of them grew it hospltal fur!
erlppled ehildren.  Her work grew un-
(Il a short time ago all New Orleans
turied out I the publie parks to honor
her memory. AR yon say, “that was |
a noble lfe. That wns a nolile pur-
puse for which to live! Its nobillty
consiets in its resemblance to the In-
fiiitely greater purpose for which Je-
gus came down to carth to suffer and
todie. 11e came tosave a lost world. He
came to give up his life for the lives
of sinful outcasts, He eame that you
anil T_might be made one with him In
splrit nnd nature, O Lord, the book
of biooks tells us that thou didst come
{0 snve slnners and to offer up thy di-
vine Mfe as & sacrifice for man’s sins, |
Does not that word sginner” mean me? :
By thy revealed word and thy tragie |
ornelfixion T know that thou hast come r
to save me—yes, (o save even e

A Guide of Life.

gulvatlon through the atoning blood
of Jesus Christ is an actlve us well as
a pussive condition, It is placing our- I
selves in a ylelding position, so that |
we are willing to let the great mm.I

L l-

throngh Christ must be supple
by the actions of a life consecrated to
him and his service after we have al-
lowed Christ to encircle us with his
fove. The Rible Is the code of conduct
which we should follow after we have
been saved by his bleod. It Is a col-
lection of moral and spiritual rules,
which will not only tench us how to
live In harmouy with God, but also
how we should deal with men. It is
pot ouly a collecticn of rules of taith,
but of rules of practice. In other
words, It is a spiritual guldebook. 1t
{ells ng how we shonld talk, liow we
should walk, how we should give, how
we shontd pray. It tells us how to be-
come like our great prototype, Jeans
Christ. And if we are troe (hrigtlans
it would be willful blindness to shut
our eves to its commandments,

In that gacred book there are no dead
lotter laws, as there are in some of the
statutes of our earthly governments.
Some years ngo a noted prize fight was
to be fought in one of our eastern
cltios where 1 was at that time living.
A few days before the fistie battle
party of ministers, of whom I was one,
entored the mayor's office to protest
agninst it as a defianee of Inw and
common decency. The mayor heard vs
patiently; then he sald: *Tt Is true, gen-
tlemen, the city laws foriid this com-
ing exhibition, but that law In the eyes
of most people I8 a dead letter. There
are scores and geotes of laws upon our
stutute hooks whicl the people do not
expect us to enforee, and 1 belleve this
is one of them, I shall allow the prize
fighit to go on.’ Whether the mayor of
that eastern city was right or wrong 1
ani not here to discuss, but one fact 1
do know—in the Bible there are o,
dend letter rules of faith or practice. |
When Chriet spoaks to ns In the ser-,
mon on the mount lie expects us to fol-
low ont the commuandments of that |
sermon, When he tells us the story of |
the good Samaritan he expects ns to be |

e
good Samaritans, There fa no use fotr
you aud me to say: “Well, I am not
gelfish and bad. After all, 1 am doing
only what other church members do."
Phat s not the quesilon. On the great
day of judgment God will not ask ns,
“Have you done as other people have
done?' but he will ask: “Have you
done as T commanded you fo do¥ Have
you done as Christ woull have done
Lad be been in your place?’ There 18

dom of his adopted land; as the biog-

rapher of Handel tells about the trl
umphe, the struggles and the defents
of the grand old musician, clinging to
his ligh ideals of sacred oratorio long
after the fiekle multitudes of London
had turned their backs upon Lim in de-
rision and scorn; as the biographers of
King Alfred and Robert Bruce and of
Nupoleon and Wendell Phillips and
Florence Nightingale and Catherine
Booth and Frances Wlillard tell what
were the chief principles which con-
trolled and inspired their lives, €0 the
Bille distinetly and clearly tells us why

Christ was born, why be lived, why he

was crucified and shy he rose from

the dead. He came to earth not to win '

a throne. He came to earth not, as
Moses, to lift from the necks of the
Hetirew people the hated and tyran-
uicul yoke of a Rowman pharnoh. He
came simply for ong purpose—to seel
and to save those that were morally
and spirituplly lost. He cume as the

no getting away from this deduction of
Bible study. The guestion here and
now Iz, "Are we willing to accept the
Bille as our rule of life?” If we do
not, then all we may profess to belleve
as to the diviulty and omnipotence of
Christ and the saving power of his
bload will avail us little, “Faith is the
evidence of things not seen,” but “falth
without works Is dead.”
Following Its Guidance.

Thus the last purpose of the Bible 13
a natural sequence fo the other three.
The Bible benutifully pictures what
salvation means and the rules of con-
duct by which we should all press to-
ward the mark for the prize of the
high ealiing in Christ Josus. Now,
are you, my hearer, like the treasurer;
of Queen Candace's court, ready to,
look Bible truths squarely in the face?
Do you realize that one road of life's
Journey will lead you to the preciplee,
of a bottomless pit and the other road,
which goes by the way of the cross,
will lead you Into life everlasting?
With your open Bible In your hand,
“Understandest thou what thou read-
est?’ Will you follow the pleadlngd

continuation school work. Against the
danger involved (u excessive utliitarl-
warning. '

| cooker with the stenk or roast, and the

of this sacred hook, which will lead you
todiy to kneel at the foot of the cross
and say, “My Master and my King, 1
gecept thee, anid I will live Tor thee by
thy rules of fulth and practice?™” |

When Itev. Dr. Harrls was dead and
his last will amd testnment was opened
it was found that he had left to each
of his children as a legacy a copy ol']
the Holy Seriptures, On the fly leat
of each Bible were written these three
words: *None but Christ.” 8o today |
as a divie it T would place in your|
hands an open Bible. Read It Itead
it Intelligently. Tead it as God wonld
have you read it. And then after you
have read it and determined to live by
{ts tenchings seal pour consecration by
writing upon the fly leaf these three
trenchant words: “None but Christ.”
Will you aceept this Bible as a gift
from (God, 4 rule for your faith and
practice  “Understandest thou what |
thon readest?”  Aye, you understand.
Wil you now do what yon ought to do
for Christ?

[Copyright, 1808, by Louls Klopsch.]

Saved His Throat,

The German stenmer Tolosan, from
Puget sound to Viadivostol, recently
put into Honolulu batterad almost Into
junk from the fierce lashing of wind
and waves in her battle with a fright-
ful hurricane, The Tolosan carrled one
passenger, o Greek merchant who own-
ed o large shipment of fraft that form-
ed part of the Tolosan's curgo, When
the stormn was at its height the Greek,
with @ razor gleaming In his hand,
foughit his way agalnst the gule to the
bridge and signaled to the captaln that
Lie wished to gpenk with him.

“Will the ship sluk?" demanded the
passenger,

sperhaps,” replled the skipper.

“are we golng down now?”

UNp, We still have a chance.”

“Will you send word to me when
there |4 no longer hope’®”

st off the Lrldge!” screamed the
skipper. “Why do you trouble me ata
time like this? Go to your room!”

sBut will you let me know?" persist-
el the Greek. “I'm afrald of drown
fng, and before the sbip sinks I want
to eut my throat!”

The gentleman from Greece arrived
at Honolulu with his throat intact, but
would travel no more on the Tolosan
and took pussage for the orient on the
lner China.—San Franciseo Call.

The Two Sides.

Eduecation has two sliles—the mate-
finl and the Immaterigl—and of these
the fmmaterial 1s the nobler. But so
gsevere apparently Is the contest among
individuals for wages und so keen
among nations the struggle for su-
pLomaey in pommereial and (ndustrial
pursnits and operations that the ad-
vantages of elucation in the Intellect-
ual and spiritual development of man-
kind are often kept out of sight. The
Danes in thelr people’s high schools
have, better than other pations, suc-
ceoded In combining the two sides of

“Lat us not identify the world for
which we seek to train every child
golely with the world of material in-
terests and of visible things. Let us
not forget In our edueational plaus the
welght that should be attached to the
clafnig of the spiritual renlm whose
frontlors transcend political frontlers
and whose commonwenith is n heav-
en."—London Athenneum.

Precious Woods.

fome woods are so precious that they
gell Ly the pound instead of by baonrd
measurement.  French  burl - brings
from 15 cents a pound up, and a single
log was ol fn New York for $2.500.
It Is curlous to note that the value of
thia wood depends upon the wart or
knot which forms on the tree when
young and that the protuberance s
supposed to be eansed by the sting of
an insect. The twisted burl produces
fn time strange comblinations of lines
which take n high polish. A more ex-
pensive wood than the French Lurl is
a rare wood thint comes from the coast
of Africa and is commouly known os
amboy. This frequently sells at 20 to
08 cents n pound, It is a reddish brown
wood, {rregularly veined, and Is held In
Ligh esteem for inloying. Even ebony
1s sold by welght, commanding some-
thing ke $70 a ton.—Chlcago Record-
Herald,

Damage of Sun's Rays to Ships.

wDid you ever wonder If there was
system [n the way vessels are faced
when they are placed at the docks for
the winter?" asked a shipplng mer-
chant ns he stood at his office window,
looklng out at the winter fleet.

“you will mnotlce he continued,
“that some of the boals face one way
and some the other, from which you
would naturally infer that there wasn't
any method about it, but it you had a
pleture of the same boats lald up last
year you would {nvariably discover
that then they were turned the other
way., The vessels are reversed from
year to year for the reason that<4ying
at the docks one slde 1s much more ex-
posed to the weather than the other,
not so muech the wind and rain a8 the
sunlfght reflected from the water.

wA boat wintered always in one po-
sltion will require new bulwarks and
decking on the water side in just balf
the time required to rot the timbers
on the nunexposed side. When you
conslder that the decklng and bul-
wirks of n ship must be entirely re-
newed once every saven or elght years
the scheme of reversing the vessel
really works a great saving."—Detrolt
Free I'ress.

Fireless Stoves.

Firelees or self cooking stoves which
have been so popular in Germany for o
number of years have been recently
much Improved. The early types were
slinply boxes made with donble walls
g0 18 to retain the heat, and food to be
bolled or stewed was first thoroughly
heated and then loeclosed in the box
for a sufficient time to cook by the re-
talned hent. The latest apparatus Is
gtated by Deputy Consul General J. W.
Dye of Berlin to be heated by & stone.
This Is made sufficiently hot in an oven
or over any fire, then placed In the

box is sealed up and left for an hour

or =0 until the food Is thoroughly cooke
ed and hot.
ing, fryiug and ronsting may all pro-
ceed at once without cqre.

With double boxes boll- | f{afactory proof,

CODLISS D NERE

The Story of the Last Deal In a
Lively Game of Poker.

A FORTUNE ON THE TABLE.

The Hand That Won the Rich Stakes
and the Man Who Held It—What
Senator Sharon Had to Pay to Sat-
isfy His Lingering Curiosity.

There were many lvely games of
poker played In San Franclsco In the
old duys, and many good storles have
been told of the nerve and coolness of
the players who participated therein.
The following story of one of those
guies was printed n a S8an Franclsco
paper some years ago:

The Palace hotel In the early days of
its exlstence was the arena of some blg
poker games. Senator Sharon was an
enthusiastle lover of the game, and
when it bappened that Senators Stew-
art und Jones of Nevada and Judge
Dick Mesick “occurred” in the hotel at
the same time there was sure to be bot
work. It happened upon oue of these
occisions that a certain Mr, Hall from
Boston was at the hotel,

Mr. Hall was a smooth and affable
gentlemun and completely won Sena-
tor Sharon’s heart because of his love
for Byron and hils excellent memory,
be lLelng able to quote hundreds of
lines of the poet's verse without a halt.
Byron was Sharon's favorite bard. He
had made his works his life's study,
and any one who appreclated bim had
a call on the senator's friendship.

On a certaln evening the three sena-
tors and Judge Mesick met o the hotel
lobby. It was just before dinner, and
while they were chatting Mr. Hall put
iy nn appearance. Mr. Sharon at once
introduced Mr. Hall to his friends and
fnvited the party to dinner, which was
gsorved In Senator Sharon's roow.

After dinner Mesick proposed a lit-
tle gne of “draw.” No one sald nay,
though Mr. Hall difidently remarked
that they did not play much In Boston,
where be eame from, but that still he
was willing to stand In and do bis
best, .

“Look out for Hall,”” remarked Shar-
on. 1 never heard n man make that
remark yet who was not to be watch-
el” He spoke In jest, but his words
were sooth.

The cards were produced, and the
game at a dollar ante was {nangurated.
There was uo lmit. Now, with such
veternns as Mesick, Jones and Stewart
the pot was not allowed to get cold for
lack of clilpping. The men played with
varylog success, and things ran pretty
even for an hour or so. Mr. Hall was
cautious and dribbled away his checks
with Indifference. After one of Hall's
deals Mr, Stewart hopped in with a

Fal

were not afrald and took some of
ple themselves. Mr, Hall, the dealer,
scanned his hand carefully and con-
cluded that there was something In It
for him. All drew—Lall one card—and
then the fun began. Round and round
agaln went the “defl” Stewart and
Jones dropped ount. Meslek stood a few
more raises and then retired, leaving
the fight to Sharon and Hall, There
was by this time §20,000 in the pot.

o'l ralse you $10,000, Mr. Hall”
suld Sharon, his thin lps set and his
volee low and determined.

Hall's answer was to ring the bell,
and when the walter appenred he ask-
el him for a blank Callfornia bank
check.

4] presume, gentlemen, my check 18
as good as cash,” he gald politely.

aCertainly, sir,” reptled Senator Shar-
on. “You sce our checks in the pot
already.”

Slowly and dellberately Hall filled
out the check, signed it and spread the
plotter over It without o tremor. Then
he pushed it quietly to the center of the
table and sald:

*1 have seen your §10,000, senator,
and go you $15,000 better.”

gharon looked at him steadily for
some moments. Hdll's composure wis
perfect. There was 4 half smile of
confidence on his face, but no indica-
tion of boastfulness or excitement.

“Mr. [1all,” sald Sharon, “I feel sure
you hold the better hand, and I do not
care to waste my money, The pot 1s
FOurs, sir."”

Without any appearance of exultn-
tion Hall raked In the coln, bills and
checks, separated them and put them
in his pockets, Meanwhile his hand
lay face down upon the table.

«\r, Hall,” said Sharon, o1 will give
you $100 if you will show me your
hand."

uRQanator Sharon,” replled the Bos-
tontan, it Is not enougll. Nor would
I show it to you now for £1,000, Still,
to sntisfy your ecurioslty, 1 will put
this hund in an envelope, seal It up In
your presence and put it in the hotel
gafe, to be called for by you ten days
hence, but upon this condition: That
you will put $250 I an en velope, to go
{nte the hotel safe and to be delivered
to me vine days hence.”

Shuron reflected for a few minutes.
It was 8 struggle between curioslty
and coln. Floally curlosity conquered,
and both envelopes were sealed and In-
trusted to the custody of the clerk.
When the ten days elapsed, Mr, Shar-
on called for his package and exam-
fned the hand—nothing but a palr of
deuces and ten hfgh. He had been tha
swlotim of & colossal blufl.

il R
An Aggravating Bey.

Lord Curzon exhibited Lrilliant qual-
itles both at Eton and Oxford. At the
same time he was by no means a
quiet, studious boy when he attended
the famous publle school. One of the
mathematical masters there told how
Curzon gave him wmore trouble than
any boy he ever taught, “He was io-
cessantly playlng the fool and ‘rag-
ging’ and apparently pald no attention
to what I was teaching. But what
made him more especially aggravating
was that, whenever I came down on
him suddenly and nsked him to g0
through some difficult problem that I
had been explaiuing, he never falled
to give me a perfectly lucld and sat-
And very often he
was the only Loy In the class who
could.”—Pearson's Weehly.
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